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Along with the question of climate change, the issue of shifting migration patterns of commercial fish stocks is
drawing international attention to oceanography and marine research in the area around the Faroe Islands.
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The Faroe Marine Research Institute
(FAMRI) is a governmental institute
which conducts various marine research
and provides the Government of the
Faroe Islands with scientific advice
based on its research on marine
resources and the environment.
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Assessments are made of the
most important fish stocks. These
assessments are based on investigations
which are carried out by the research
vessel Magnus Heinason — for example,
0-group surveys, trawls surveys and
acoustic surveys, in addition to catch and
effort statistics from the commercial fleet.
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The biology of the various species of fish
is studied, including fluctuations in the
stocks, growth, spawning and feeding.
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Experimental fisheries are conducted
on fish and benthic invertebrates which
have not been fished traditionally.
Consideration is then given to whether
these could be fished commercially
in a sustainable way as experiments
are carried out to identify suitable and
environmentally friendly fishing gear.
The oceanography and the living
organisms in the waters around the
Faroes are studied; e.g. temperatures,
currents, and the conditions for living
organisms to grow and reproduce
are examined. In particular climatic
changes likely to affect the reproductive
success of various species of fish in
Faroese waters are investigated.
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