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Mr. Petersen wanted to modernize 
the school and decided early in the pro-
cess to make all courses fully compliant 
with international conventions and pro-
tocols, with the main training programs 
designed in accordance with Denmark’s 
maritime education system.

“The Danish system is well-estab-
lished and has an excellent reputation 
in the world of shipping,” he said. “This 
is of course of great advantage for our 
trainees and graduates, who can be sure 
that their education is internationally 
recognized and gives them access to ca-
reers worldwide.”

‘OF BOTH SEXES’

VH has received overwhelmingly posi-
tive reactions in response to the adjust-
ments made in the training programs, 
Mr. Petersen noted.

“We have had very positive feedback 
from people and it’s clear from the num-
ber of admission applications received 
that our programs are respected and 

popular. This is not surprising, however, 
as the education we provide is rock solid 
and the training environment is second 
to none. You’ll find that no other mari-
time school throughout the region of the 
Nordic Seas is technologically as up to 
speed as VH. 

“But more important, our graduates 
are trained to the highest international 
standards, which means and the whole 
world is open to them—there are job op-
portunities everywhere for anyone with 
this kind of training.”

In addition to the main programs, 
VH offers a range of courses for mari-
time professionals, all of which are com-
pliant with internationally recognized 
standards.

According to Mr. Petersen, some 
of the renewed enthusiasm for the pro-
grams at VH is likely linked to the ad-
justments made to the Skipper training, 
as before the required seafaring time was 
reduced to one-third, the old require-
ment for 36 months of seafaring experi-

ence may have given some people second 
thoughts. 

“Things have changed quite dra-
matically,” Mr. Petersen said. “People’s 
perception of time is very different today 
compared to what it was, say 25 years 
ago. A more or less constant sense of 
having too little time is something that 
seems to affect many people nowadays, 
whereas earlier we tended to be some-
what more patient with regard to work 
and career life—people didn’t switch job 
as readily as they do today. These are 
realities of modern life that we can’t do 
much about as such, other than adapting 
to change.” 

As for the Skipper training, a re-
quired minimum of one year at sea, rath-
er than three years, is likely to make a 
difference for people of both sexes, Mr. 
Petersen said.

“We expect to see more female 
skippers in the future, which is clearly 
needed for a better gender balance in 
this field.”
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The Centre of Maritime Studies 
& Engineering (Vinnuháskúlin), 
a.k.a. VH, is the Faroe Islands’ 
official maritime school. We offer 
government-approved training 
programs including:

• Skipper  
• Master of Navigation  
• Engineer 2999 KW  
• Engineer Unlimited

We also offer a growing range 
of shorter courses for maritime 
professionals.

Vinnuháskúlin fulfils the STCW 
requirements. Our courses are 
internationaly recognized and 
provide career opportunies 
worldwide.

Our laboratories are equipped 
with the latest technology 
including state-of-the-art 
bridge simulators, engine room 
simulators and more.

New students are accepted in 
August and December. For the 
August course the closing date 
for applications is June 1st.  
For the January course the 
closing date for applications is 
December 1st.

FOLLOWING a series of upgrades in its 
simulation equipment, the Faroe Islands’ 

foremost maritime school, Vinnuháskúlin 
(VH), continues the modernization of its 
core training programs with Marine Engi-
neering currently undergoing adjustments 
to align with contemporary international 
standards. 

An equivalent alignment of the Skipper 
program has been followed through since 
2015, reducing the amount of required sea-
faring experience while at the same time 
making it more specific to the actual training. 

Whereas Skipper training earlier in-
volved a minimum 36 months of unspeci-
fied seafaring experience, it now requires 12 
months of seafaring coordinated closely and 
specifically with the training program. As for 
Marine Engineering, seafaring experience 
was earlier not a requirement; however, with 
the adjusted program six months of course-
relevant seafaring will be an integral part of 
the training.

As of the beginning of the 2017/2018 
academic year in August, the VH’s Marine 
Engineering program will be based fully on 
the official Danish curriculum, adding sea-
faring experience to the training itself.

The streamlining of VH’s training 
programs is seen as an extension of the 
overall modernization that has taken place 
since Wilhelm E. Petersen took the helm, 
in particular with regard to the increased 

use of simulation technology. The school 
has become extraordinarily well-equipped 
with state-of-the-art technology used for 
simulation for training purposes, as related 
to, for example, navigation and bridge opera-
tions, engine room control and supervision, 
or emergency management.

The VH has thus become one of the 
best-equipped maritime academies in the 
entire Nordic Seas region, according to the 
managing director.

“We have had an outstanding level of 
collaboration with external partners includ-
ing a few large corporations in the shipping 
and energy sectors,” Mr. Petersen said. 

“Some of these have donated generously to-
ward the purchase of advanced simulators 
that would otherwise have been difficult to 
afford and therefore likely not acquired.”

A MARITIME SCHOOL ‘SECOND     TO NONE’ IN THE REGION
In the wake of the successful overhaul of its skipper training program, the VH 
maritime school rolls out the next phase in the internationalization of its main 
programs—integrating relevant seafaring experience with marine engineering.
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Bridge simulator at the Vinnuháskúlin;
Engine room simulator at VH (bottom).
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