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HESE are busy times for the Port of

Tveroyri, where Vardin, the largest
player in the Faroese pelagic fishing indus-
try, set up an advanced freezing plant five
years ago in collaboration with local white-
fish processor Delta Seafood. The enterprise
has effected a boom on port business with
ship traffic increased and a growing number
of service providers entering the scene.

To accommodate the needs and require-
ments of the fish industry, the port authority
has made a series of investments in the last
few years, recently adding a new deepwater
terminal at the Fishing Harbour as well as
developing a new storage area nearby, and
the surrounding road infrastructure has like-
wise been extended and strengthened.

Newly launched services focus on con-
venience and comfort as well as raising safety

INVESTING IN
FISH INDUSTRY AND BEYOND

and security levels, Port Director J6n Bogi
Guttesen explained. One example is the of-
fering of free internet access to all port cli-
ents. Also the port has fitted an anemometer
to enable vessels calling at the port to auto-
matically receive updated information on the
status of harbor conditions.

In another example, local water supply
has been modernized and extended to meet
the high standards of quality and quantity
demanded by the seafood processing indus-
try. As for that industry, a major develop-
ment is taking place with Vardin Pelagic’s
new processing line for surimi, designed to
take blue whiting produce up the value chain.

In the whitefish sector, meanwhile,
Delta Seafood has extended its premises to
make room for increased production.

“We are pleased with the way the fish

Home to a thriving pelagic and whitefish
industry, the Port of Tveroyri continues
to develop additional services to secure

its place as a seafood processing hub—
meanwhile with incoming tourism
seen to offer future potential.

business has consolidated itself in our
area,” Mr. Guttesen said. “However, we
want to make sure we stay ahead of the
curve and are considering how to further
improve facilities and services.”

Over the past few years, the Port of
Tveroyri has seen a substantial rise in the
number of pelagic fishing vessels arriving
to unload their catches of mackerel, her-
ring, blue whiting and capelin to Vardin
Pelagic. Compared to the whitefish busi-
ness with targeted species such as cod,
haddock and saithe—where volumes of
catch are generally smaller and the aver-
age price per kilogram higher—pelagic
fisheries are more seasonal, which in
itself presents certain challenges from
a port business perspective.

“Our experience with the pelagic
seasons has taught us to become very
adaptable,” Mr. Guttesen said. “To pro-
vide the full range of services required
by modern vessels, we have invested in
the development of our infrastructure
and added a range of services. The idea
is to deliver a great service—that is, to
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ensure accessibility, ease of use and a
high degree of flexibility. As an organi-
zation we're nimble and adapt easily and
quickly to the needs and requirements
of our clients.”

ADDING VALUE

To offset or to some degree smooth out
fluctuations in port related business, the
port authority has its eyes on attracting
other types of maritime traffic outside
of pelagic fishery seasons.

“The Faroe Islands receives a grow-
ing number of tourists, and we want to
be part of this progress,” Mr. Guttesen
said. “Our priority has been to draw in
cruise ships of a particular size and we’re
pleased to note that the results so far
seem to point in the right direction, and
that these efforts will bear fruit. We're
very much looking forward to see how
the 2018 cruise tourism season will turn
out for the Port of Tveroyri.”

Located on Suduroy, the most
southerly island of the Faroes, the Port
of Tveroyri has sufficient berthing space

Partial view of the Fishing Harbour
with a pelagic trawler docked at the
Vardin Pelagic facility;

Port Director Jon Bogi Guttesen
(bottom right).

with adequate depth alongside to accom-
modate large ships—with its natural
limitations, as Mr. Guttesen pointed out.

“As an integrated part of a small
local community, with the port located
centrally in the town of Tveroyri, we are
very much aware that our focus should
not be to attract the largest cruise ships,”
he said. “A too large number of visitors
arriving in too short a period of time
would strain local services to a point
where both tourists, local shops and
inhabitants would rather avoid. So we
want to attract the right kind of ships,
the right size, so that everyone will have
a great experience.”

According to Mr. Guttesen, it will
take time before the Port of Tveroyri will
get a full return on its investment by way
of cruise ship calls.

“We're dealing with a mid to long-
term perspective and we believe our
efforts are worthwhile inasmuch as in-
coming tourism is already adding more
and more value to the domestic Faroese
economy.”

MARIA OLSEN

Faroe Business Report 2017 . 75


http://www.tvoroyri.fo
mailto:havn%40tvoroyri.fo?subject=

