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PORTS & SHIPPING

NO WONDER the working atmo-
sphere at Klaksvík’s ship repair 

yard KSS tends to be cheerful or opti-
mistic these days. As its new 1500-tonne 
capacity slipway opened for business in 
the second half of last year (2016), the 
yard celebrated a major milestone—the 
new slipway can accommodate the ma-
jority of the active domestic fishing fleet 
in the Faroe Islands, excluding the larg-
est trawlers.

With a boosted slipway capacity 
available for serving existing and new 
client vessels, whether Faroese or for-
eign, KSS has its eye on “a new level of 

business,” according to CEO Frimodt 
Rasmussen.

“This significantly increased work-
ing capacity consolidates KSS as a viable 
yard in the Northeast Atlantic for main-
tenance, repairs, overhauls and altera-
tions,” Mr. Rasmussen said. “We provide 
a wide range of services and solutions 
for all sort of ships, focusing squarely 
on top-quality work and quick service. 
What we want to do now is achieve a 
new level of business based on our accu-
mulated expertise and growing capacity.”

Able to haul up larger vessels if 
necessary, KSS effectively is poised to 

gain a much stronger foothold among 
Faroese medium sized trawlers. As a 
case in point, a recent order to class 
four pair trawlers involved the option of 
hauling up the vessels locally the extend 
needed. For larger vessels, the yard also 
offers a wide range of services using 
the 140-meter quay next to it. While 
boosting the slipway capacity from 
800 to 1500 tonnes clearly represents 
an important development, another 
upgrade is underway with the planned 
building of a new workshop hall.

“We are currently looking to grow 
our capacity further by adding a new 

workshop hall,” said Sofus Gregersen, sales 
and development manager. “Once complet-
ed, we expect general working conditions 
to improve significantly. Our current work-
shop will continue as mechanical workshop, 
however with much space freed up with the 
addition of the new hall.” 

As an agent and service partner for 
Spain’s Ibercisa not merely in the Faroe Is-
lands but also in Denmark, Iceland, Green-
land, Norway, Sweden, the UK and Ireland, 
KSS is rapidly internationalizing its reach.

GAINING TRACTION

The Faroe Islands’ central location in the 
triangle between Scotland, Iceland and 
Norway is close to main shipping routes 
as well as some of the best fishing grounds. 
Situated in Klaksvík, with a deep natural 
harbor and wide array of maritime services 
available, KSS can present some compelling 
arguments for vessels from near and far to 
receive their repairs and services at the yard.

Backed by long experience in the busi-
ness—with its origins in the 1920s—KSS 
has developed a leading expertise in various 
aspects of repairs of engines and hulls, and 
a range of equipment offered in liaison with 
Ibercisa, such as winches.

Mr. Rasmussen added: “We have a 
proven record with general repairs and fit-
ting out ships ranging from fishing boats 
and offshore support vessels to car and pas-
senger ferries, even yachts, bulk freighters 
and workboats including tugs and fire boats.”

Last year Danish pelagic vessel Ruth 
HG264 and Beinur HG62 were fitted with 
electrical driven  winches from Ibercisa in an 

order comprising three trawl winches, with 
a pulling power up to 120 tonnes, plus four 
net drums able pull up to 150 tonnes. Now 
a new order from Norway is in the books.

The highly impressive Ibercisa electri-
cally powered winches are designed to the in-
dividual customer’s requirements and needs 
in terms of wire capacity, pulls and speeds.

“Ibercisa are famous for their deck ma-
chinery equipment,” Mr. Rasmussen said. 

“Feedback from customers who have opted for 
Ibercisa winch systems has been overwhelm-
ingly positive and our role in supplying these 
to domestic and foreign clients continues to 
grow.”

Foreign and domestic fishing vessels in 
particular are increasingly discovering the 
benefits of Ibercisa electrical trawl and purse 
seine winches. Traditionally, hydraulically 
powered winches have been the product of 
choice for most vessels. However, with the 
latest improvements in technology, electri-
cally powered winches are getting noticed in 
the marketplace, according to Mr. Gregersen.

“We are witnessing quite a surge in in-
terest,” he said. 

“As for commercial fisheries, Ibercisa 
has delivered electrical winches for more 
than 120 bottom trawlers worldwide over 
the last 25-30 years, pioneering in the field—
and in the last three years pioneering again 
in pelagic trawlers and purse seiners. Now 
with sucessful fishing with electrical driven 
winches installed on the 88-meter Ruth and 
the 78m Beinur last year, we continue on 
track with a significant recent order signed 
for Norway’s new 82m H. Østervold H-
88-AV. It seems shipowners from several 
countries have been inspired by our lead and 
have started to focus on the use of electrical 
winches. So we are pleased to see that this 
technology is fast gaining traction.”
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KSS is a well established repair 
yard offering comprehensive 
solutions for maintenance and 
conversion projects on marine 
vessels. 

Our slipway can lift vessels up to 
1,500 tonnes dead weight and 
up to 65 meter LOA. 

140m quay allows for 
maintenance and repair work to 
be performed on large vessels. 
Spacious machine shop has 
state-of-the art tools and 
equipment.

Our team of experts travel 
around the Faroes and abroad 
to do maintenance work.

Rentals: boats, lifts and other 
specialized equipment.

Sales and Service partner for 
IBERCISA in the Faroe Islands, 
Denmark, Greenland, Iceland, 
Norway, Sweden, United 
Kingdom and Ireland.

Agents for e.g.: 
Ibercisa Winches 
Caterpillar / MaK Marine Engines 
HS Marine Cranes  
International Paints  
Baldwin Filters  
Stenhøj/Espholin Compressors  
Vickers Hydraulic 
Wencon 
Evac

REPAIR YARD READY TO ROLL:     NEW SLIPWAY FOR KSS

With slipway capacity doubled to 1500 tonnes, Klaksvík shipyard KSS can now 
haul up larger vessels than before—and, with further expansion plans in the works, 
is looking to attract more domestic and international clients.

Checking engine parts on 
board a trawler (left);
Torch cutting steel beams 
in the workshop (right).
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CEO Frimodt Rasmussen, left, with sales and development manager 
Sofus Gregersen in front of the new slipway.


