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PORTS & SHIPPING

OVER THE LAST decade or so, 
the Port of Fuglafjørður has seen 

extensive development to strengthen its 
position as an international hub in the 
pelagic fishing industry. Alongside the 
successful launch, belatedly, of the Pela
gos freezing plant in 2014, a combination 
of harbor extensions, cold storage capac
ity expansion, and further improvements 
in nearby transport and logistics infra
structure has made it clear that Fugla
fjørður plans to stay in the game for the 
long haul. 

Currently, a container storage area 
is being readied for completion in the 
third quarter of this year (2017). The 
idea: to minimize wear and tear on lo
cal roads through establishing container 
services direct from the port, thereby to 
offset demand for trucking of goods 
bound for export shipment from else
where in the Faroe Islands.

“Heavy traffic is clearly having a 
severe effect on our road infrastruc

ture,” said port director Rólant Højsted. 
“Partly for this reason we intend to have 
regular container shipments direct from 
Fuglafjørður. A storage area for this pur
pose is being prepared and is projected 
to be completed in August/September.”

Fuglafjørður has served as home 
port of the Faroe Islands’ pelagic fish
ing industry since the 1960s and has long 
been recognized as an international hub 
in the business. 

At the fundamental level, Fug
lafjørður is an excellent natural harbor 
that has received ship calls for as long 
as anyone can remember. 

A new era was kickstarted with 
the 1966 founding of fishmeal factory 
Havsbrún, which over the years has 
evolved into a giant facility that pro
duces fish meal and oil as well as feed 
for farmed fish. With fishing vessels 
from near and far frequenting the port 
to land their catch and receive services 
and supplies, a community of small busi

nesses emerged to eventually form a local 
ecosystem of specialized services tailored 
for domestic and international vessels—
among them fishing gear manufacturer 
Vónin, founded in 1969, today one of 
the world’s leading players in its field. 
Mechanical and electrical engineers 
soon followed, as did various suppliers 
of goods and services.

At around the turn of the millen
nium came Bergfrost, the cold store lo
cated between Havsbrún and the new 
Pelagos processing plant; it added a 
critical ingredient to the mix by offer
ing Faroese and foreign freezer trawlers 
to store their frozen catch conveniently 
and safely. 

About a decade ago, the Faroe Is
lands’ largest and most modern bunker
ing facility was established in the same 
neighborhood, further increasing the 
attraction of the port.

‘BALANCED AND SUSTAINED’

With the country’s highest concentration 
of business activities related to pelagic 
fisheries, the Port of Fuglafjørður every 

year receives close to a thousand ship calls. 
The number of fishing vessels landing their 
catch for local processing has increased since 
the opening of the Pelagos facility. The freez
ing plant has brought a flow of additional 
landings to the port, making it possible for 
vessels to deliver catches to either Pelagos for 
processing as food fish, or to Havsbrún for 
industrial reduction. Sometimes vessels opt 
to split landings between the two.

Recent harbor development includes a 
new 60meter extension to create 240 meters 
of unbroken quay next to Bergfrost. Up until 
recently, the cold storage facility could ac
commodate a total 16,000 tonnes of frozen 
goods at the time, however the capacity has 
now been expanded to host at least 25,000 
tonnes, as of August 2017.

Fuglafjørður is known as one of the 
best natural harbors of the Faroe Islands—
a well protected, deep fjord, easily accessible 
throughout the year. The favorable geogra
phy has been one factor in strengthening an 
ascending economic trend with existing and 
new businesses thriving.

Local authorities are, of course, aware 
of the port’s crucial socioeconomic impor

tance for the town of Fuglafjørður and its 
surroundings, and are constantly looking to 
plan for the benefit of the business environ
ment while also keeping in mind the general 
interests of the municipal community.

Said Kristian Petersen, chairman of the 
Business Development Committee, of the 
Municipal Council of Fuglafjørður: “We’ve 
witnessed quite significant progress for this 
port on an ongoing basis. Naturally, that is 
something the Council wants to support and 
promote. While the buzzing business around 
the port lays the basis for longterm develop
ment and investment, careful and efficient 
planning, however, is needed on all sides as 
we move forward.”

“Building a major pelagic hub in the 
northeast Atlantic is a hardwon position,” 
Mayor Sonni á Horni added. 

“We want to make sure the positive de
velopment is continued in a balanced and 
sustained manner.”

FUGLAFJØRÐUR 
REMAINS TOP 
PELAGIC PORT
With infrastructure development aimed at establishing 
regular container services in the Port of Fuglafjørður, a 
long-time Northeast Atlantic hub for the pelagic fishing 
fleets continues its commitment to the industry.

Port of Fuglafjørður
Fuglafjarðar Havn 
Harbor Office,  
FO-530 Fuglafjørður

www.fuglafjordur.fo 
pof@online.fo 
Tel.: +298 444 054 or 238 054 
Fax: +298 445 154

Port Director: Rólant Højsted

One of Europe’s leading 
pelagic fishing ports with a 
comprehensive range of facilities 
and services.

More than 1,250 meters of total 
quay length; quayside depths 
range from 12m to 14m.

Excellent natural harbor, 
accessible in all weather 
conditions.

Facilities and services, for 
example:  
Provisioning and supplies;  
Power supply;   
Fresh water;  
Bunkering station —  
MGO, HFO, blends.

Major cold storage facility. 

Seafood processing; 
Freezing plant for pelagic fish; 
Fishmeal/fish oil/feed factory. 

Fishing gear manufacturing, 
repairs, service, equipment;  
Mechanical engineers;  
Electrical engineers; 
Fish processing machinery 
sales, repairs, maintenance.

Sonni á Horni, mayor of Fuglafjørður;
Port Director Rólant Højsted (opposite).

Pelagic trawler ‘Høgaberg’ landing her catch to Havsbrún with ‘Borgarin’ docked to the left.

JENS KRISTIAN VANG

JE
N

S
 K

R
IS

TIA
N

 VA
N

G
JE

N
S

 K
R

IS
TI

A
N

 V
A

N
G

http://www.fuglafjordur.fo

