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trade show that brings foreign and domes-
tic exhibitors together under the umbrella of 
maritime business-related equipment, tools, 
services, solutions and technologies, attract-
ing thousands of visitors to their stands and 
many to attend presentations during confer-
ence sessions. 

Other big events include the Norðoyas-
tevna traditional town fair, held every June; 
and the Summar Festivalur, a hugely success-
ful pop music festival with participation of 
pop, rock and folk groups and artists ranging 
from local celebrities to international stars. 

The fact that Klaksvík continues to be 
ranked among the best places for businesses 
in the Faroe Islands was recently under-
pinned in an independent survey of Faroese 
municipalities presented by the House of 
Industry, a national group of business and 
trade organizations.

“We have a long tradition as a com-
mercial fisheries hub and intend to keep our 

leading position,” Mr. Skorheim said. “Our 
current efforts and plans to further develop 
the local business environment are backed by 
the Council and remain popular among the 
vast majority of the inhabitants of Klaksvík 
and the neighboring communities.” 

Unsurprisingly, encircled by some of 
the most mountainous and scenic natural 
surroundings in the Faroese archipelago, 
Klaksvík is fast becoming a frequented tour-
ist destination. 

“Incoming tourism is a growing factor 
in the national economy of the Faroe Islands 
and the areas around Klaksvík are no excep-
tion,” Mr. Skorheim said. 

“As the number of visitors continues to 
rise, we want to make sure our guests have 
a pleasant experience. We have decided to 
increase municipal funding for the Tourist 
Information Centre Northern Islands, partly 
for the purpose of improving signage and 
other outdoor information.”

FOR MORE than a century, the town 
of Klaksvík has been central to much 

of the Faroe Islands’ commercial fisher-
ies. Popularity labeled the ‘Fishing Capi-
tal’ of the islands, Klaksvík is also well 
known for its energizing, entrepreneurial 
spirit, something the local Council has 
long been mindful of consolidating and 
further developing. 

With Mayor Jógvan Skorheim lead-
ing the charge, the Municipal Council 
of Klaksvík has initiated a development 
program that includes the allocation of 
a new area for commercial and industrial 
use. Located by the bay of Boroyðarvík, 
near the mouth of the giant underwater 
tunnel to Leirvík, Eysturoy, the area has 
already attracted investments, according 
to Mr. Skorheim.

“For example, packaging mate-
rial manufacturer LookNorth plans to 
build a new 4,000 square meter factory 
in the area,” he said. “Also Bakkafrost, 
the Faroe Islands’ leading producer of 
farmed salmon is currently building a 
smolt hatchery which, once completed, 
will be the largest of its kind in the 
Faroes. Quite a number of businesses, 
manufacturers and service providers 
alike, have shown interest in this area.”

A separate development includes a 
30 million dkk refurbishment and exten-

sion of the old downtown Postal Office 
to facilitate new office space for small 
businesses and non-profits. Not far from 
there, meanwhile, the construction of 30 
new apartments is underway, according 
to the Mayor. 

At the same time, renewable energy 
for heating has become mandatory for 
Council-owned buildings. 

“We want Klaksvík to be a great 
place for residents and visitors, and the 
environment is a vital part of that equa-
tion,” Mr. Skorheim said. 

“So we have strengthened our 
emphasis on environmental care to 
the effect that it is now embedded 
in our new development plan for 
centra l K laksvík. This means a l l 
our buildings—commercial and ad-
ministrative including schools—will 
switch to renewable energy systems, 
using water-to-air heat pumps in-
stead of oil-burning central heating. 
As an economic consequence we ex-
pect to save around 5 mil lion dkk 
per annum in fuel once this plan 
has been followed through and com-
pleted.”

MORE FREQUENTED 

Located in the northeastern region of 
the Faroe Islands, Klaksvík is home to 

well-known and historically important 
fishing companies such as JFK whose 
history goes back more than 100 years. 
Another major fishing company based 
in Klaksvík is CIG a.k.a. Christian í 
Grótinum. 

The town’s fishing heritage is cel-
ebrated every year through two public 
events that attract people from across the 
islands and beyond: Torradagar, a well 
publicized, annual conference held in 
February with a focus on current issues 
and topics related to fisheries manage-
ment, marine sciences, socioeconomics, 
related history and more; and Føroya 
Sjómannadagur (meaning Sailor’s Day 
in Faroese), a spectacle of a yearly festival 
held to celebrate traditions and themes 
related to fisheries and life at sea, draw-
ing thousands of visitors from all over.

Of a more international nature, 
there is the Atlantic Fair, a semi-annual 

Known as a major fisheries hub and an 
entrepreneurial town, Klaksvík launches programs 

to bolster its business environment—readying 
a large area for commercial development while 

committing to renewable energy. Town of Klaksvík 
Klaksvíkar Kommuna 
Nólsoyar Pálsgøta 32  
PO Box 2, FO-700 Klaksvík

www.klaksvik.fo  
klaksvik@klaksvik.fo  
Tel.: +298 410 000 
Fax: + 298 410 001

Mayor: Jógvan Skorheim

Klaksvík is a welcoming, well 
developed and business-friendly 
town of stunning natural beauty, 
offering a comprehensive range 
of services for residents and 
visitors alike. Klaksvík is the 
second-largest community 
in the Faroe Islands, with a 
population of about 5,000.  

Port of Klaksvík  
www.portofklaksvik.fo port@
klaksvik.fo  
Tel.: +298 455 081  
or +298 455 101  
Fax: +298 457 340

Port Director:  
Meinhard Petersen

The Port of Klaksvík is a 
safe and well-sheltered 
natural harbor.

North Quay: 317 meters of dock, 
depth alongside 12 m; ro/ro 
ramp 30 m wide; high-pressure 
disinfected water supplies 
through 6” tubes (450,000 liters/
hour). ISPS approved terminal.

West Quay: Dedicated terminal 
for container ships, general 
cargo, fish landing and cruise 
ships. 300 m of dock, depth 
alongside 8.75 m. Maximum 
length of ship 160 m LOA. 

Kósin Quay: Dedicated terminal 
for fish landing and general 
cargo. Total dock length 267 m, 
depth alongside 8 m. Maximum 
length of ship 180 m LOA. 

Fuel Quay: Tanker terminal, 
dock length 55 m; depth 
alongside 8 m. Serves tankers 
up to 6,000 tonnes (NT). 

OPEN FOR 
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KLAKSVÍK

Mayor Jógvan Skorheim; View of the town of Klaksvík (opposite).
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