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PORTS & SHIPPING

and elsewhere, as two other of Eimskip’s 
container lines make calls in the Faroes 
on a weekly basis.

Faroese exports of farmed Atlan­
tic salmon and wild caught pelagic fish 
have increased markedly over recent 
years. As for shipments of fresh salmon 
as well as whitefish, regular ports of call 
include Scrabster, on the northern tip of 
Scotland, and Immingham in England, 
nearer London—from these ports much 
of the produce is taken by road to Heath­
row for airfreight to overseas markets. 
When it comes to frozen seafood, pre­
dominantly pelagic species, much of the 
cargo goes via Århus, Denmark, from 
where it can be forwarded worldwide in 
liaison with Maersk, whom Faroe Ship 
represent in the Faroes. Another, rela­
tively frequent port of call for frozen fish 
destined for the Eurasian continent is 
Rotterdam. 

In addition to making use of Eim­
skip’s container service, seafood ex­
porters ship significant quantities via 
chartered bulk vessels—a business in 

which Faroe Ship is actively taking part, 
alongside competitors. In addition, the 
company offers airfreight and courier 
services, warehousing, trucking, ship 
agency services and more.

Mr. Nielsen, who has been with 
Faroe Ship for about a decade, took the 
helm in September 2015. A trained ac­
countant employed at one of the char­
tered accountant firms in Tórshavn prior 
to joining Faroe Ship in 2007, he headed 
the Finance Department before becom­
ing chief executive.

“Some people were a bit nervous 
early on after our merger with Eimskip,” 
Mr. Nielsen said. “Today it’s different, 
as it’s become clear that Faroe Ship re­

mains as Faroese as ever, irrespective 
of the ownership. So we do everything 
to make sure our customers receive the 
top service that they’ve come to expect 
while at the same time keeping pace 
with developments. Our offices and 
warehouses in Tórshavn as well as in 
Klaksvík, Runavík and Tvøroyri are all 
part of that commitment. Meanwhile 
our truck fleet remains the largest and 
leading one in the country. Under the 
Faroe Express name we offer unbeat­
able airfreight and courier services, and 
through our Port Agency we provide 
cruise liners, bulk ships and other inter­
national vessels calling at Faroese ports 
with a comprehensive range of services. 
The whole concept is continually being 
improved and advanced logistically and 
technologically, and of course that’s what 
customers expect today. 

“People recognize us as the vital 
freight service that has linked these is­
lands to the rest of the world for almost 
a century, and that’s the way we want 
to keep it.”

BACK IN 2004, Eimskip’s acquisition of 
Faroe Ship may have unsettled anyone 

in the Faroe Islands keen on keeping a solid, 
independent freight service in place. Twelve 
years on, however, fears about the potential 
loss of Faroe Ship’s traditional focus on the 
needs of the Faroese market have proved 
unfounded. As it turns out, the company’s 
offerings, more so than ever, are being tai­
lored to meet domestic demand.

With the two latest fleet additions—
container vessels Lómur and Blikur, exclu­
sively catering to imports and exports to and 
from the Faroe Islands—the services offered 
by Faroe Ship have been further refined in a 
highly competitive environment.

“The Faroe Islands has effectively been 
turned into a transit hub in Eimskip’s net­
work,” Faroe Ship CEO Bogi P. Nielsen 
noted. “This has of course to do with the 
strategic geographical location of the Faroes 
from an Icelandic-European point of view.”

According to Mr. Nielsen, the integra­
tion between Faroe Ship and Eimskip has 
proved highly successful. 

“There is always a quest for the right bal­
ance between integration and autonomy,” he 
said, “and it’s my impression that the people 
on both sides have learned a great deal since 
the merger. The importance of keeping ser­
vices localized to the greatest extent possible 
has been duly noted and this, in turn, has 
laid the basis for the continued development 
of Faroe Ship.”

A CENTURY OF SERVICE

In a new route dubbed the ‘Grey Line’, 
fresh and frozen seafood from the Faroes 
are shipped twice a week with Lómur and 
Blikur to the UK and to Scandinavia and 
Continental Europe. On the return route, 
the vessels bring imports to the Faroes via 
port calls in the UK, Denmark, Norway/Po­
land (every other week), and Sweden. With 
Tórshavn serving as a transit hub, some of 
the goods are forwarded to ports in Iceland 
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Shipping, domestic and 
international transport 
and logistics services. 

• Founded in 1919. 
• Four weekly shipments from 
Faroe Islands direct to ports in 
Iceland, Scandinavia, the UK 
and continental Europe.  
• Further links to Russia, Baltics, 
Asia, Middle East, Africa, and  
the Americas.  
• Part of Eimskip. 
• Exclusive agents for Maersk  
in the Faroe Islands.  
• Faroe Express worldwide 
courier service.

Other services include:   
• Import & Export 
• Domestic Road Transport  
• Warehousing 
• Cold Storage 
• Port Agents 
• Oil and Gas Supply Base

NEW CONTAINER SERVICES 
TURN FAROES INTO 

TRANSIT HUB 
If there was ever an ideal merger between a Faroese and an 

Icelandic company, the 2004 takeover of Faroe Ship by Eimskip 
may well fit the bill—the transport services provider remains 

vital to linking the Faroes with the rest of the world.

Faroe Ship CEO Bogi P. Nielsen.

Charging and discharging container vessels Lómur and Blikur, respectively (main); Loading a truck with seafood for export (below).
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