
Faroe Business Report 2016 • 6362 • 2016 Faroe Business Report

PORTS & SHIPPING

WIND AND RAIN are never far 
away in the Faroes and working 

around the weather is a constant chal-
lenge for outdoor work, making shot 
blasting and painting a ship a precarious 
business. In a bid to refine its offerings 
to fishing vessels and offshore support 
vessels, the MEST ship repair company 
is planning to cover the yard’s dry dock 
at Skála.

With the sons of legendary Faroese 
fisherman Eiler Jacobsen as new majority 
owners, an old idea of covering the dry 
dock lately took a fresh turn as they came 
up with a slightly different concept for it.

“We decided to go ahead with this 
project,” CEO Mouritz Mohr said. “The 
idea of covering the dry dock has been 
mooted for decades but there wasn’t an 
economically viable solution—until now.”

The reality of a covered dry dock 
will open up a host of possibilities for re-
pairs and maintenance of fishing vessels 
and merchant vessels including offshore 
support vessels.

“Being able to do maintenance and 
repairs in a controlled environment 
sheltered from wind and rain is going 
to make a huge difference,” Mr. Mohr 
noted. 

“Weather can be a critical factor 
here in the Faroes and once we have this 

cover in place we are going to be able 
to offer our clients a far more compre-
hensive service. Coming to Skála is also 
going to be a more convenient option for 
oil industry service companies.”

Apart from reducing the need for 
the Faroese to take their vessels to the 

A SECTOR of MEST’s business that 
receives little attention is its towage 
services in the Faroe Islands, assisting 
the largest passenger and merchant ves-
sels as they dock and depart from ports. 
The company recently invested in a new 
tugboat, the Samson, with a bollard pull 
of around 40 tonnes, giving it the ca-
pacity to handle heavier workloads and 
larger shipping than its predecessor, an 

important factor considering the steady 
increase in cruise ship traffic to the Faroe 
Islands.

“In recent years it has been pointed 
out on occasion that while the old tug 
serves its purpose well, it is not up to 
the challenges of handling today’s larger 
vessels,” MEST CEO Mouritz Mohr 
commented. “We have responded with 
the purchase of a new tug due to arrive 

COVERED DRY DOCK TO     KEEP OUT CLIMATE

NEW POWERFUL TUG:      SAMSON

By covering its dry dock 
at Skála, shipyard and 

engineering firm MEST 
looks to enhance its services 

by offering to carry out 
maintenance and repair 

work at any time of year—
in the Faroe Islands—
virtually regardless of 

weather.

UK, Norway or Denmark for several 
types of repairs and maintenance in-
cluding, for example, shot blasting and 
painting, the covered dry dock will be 
likely to attract foreign vessels. In fact, 
the dry dock is already a frequent port 
of call for international vessels; with the 

upgrade, its usefulness will be further 
increased.

“We believe this is a cost-effective 
investment,” Mr Mohr said. “We expect 
it will bring more business to the yard 
as well as allowing us to streamline our 
work programs and reduce delays due 
to weather.”

The only dock of its kind in the 
Faroe Islands, vessels can be steered into 
it and then dried out for work to be done 
on sections below the waterline. Once 
under a roof, the option of taking ves-
sels in without emptying the basin will 
likely become attractive during winter, 
making more speedy repairs and main-
tenance possible.

“We expect the work on the dry 
dock roof to start this spring [2016] 
and look forward to a greatly improved 
working environment,” Mr. Mohr said.

With its base in Tórshavn, and 
activities spread across five locations, 
MEST is a major employer in the 
Faroe Islands. The Tórshavn yard has 
twin slipways and two hundred meters 
of quayside space as well as two con-
struction halls, while the Skála yard has 
a slipway and the dry dock, plus four 
hundred meters of quayside and a con-
struction hall. 

MEST 
J.C. Svabos Gøta 31  
FO-100 Tórshavn

www.mest.fo 
info@mest.fo 
Tel.: +298 301100 
Fax: +298 301101

CEO: Mouritz Mohr

PAM Offshore Service  
Specialists in providing skilled manpower 
for oilfield services companies

MEST is the Faore Islands’ leading 
shipyard and engineering group. 
Shipbuilding, conversions, repairs, 
maintenance, related services. Technical 
consulting. Advanced tools for e.g. 
vibration analyses, stability calculation, 
laser alignment. Comprehensive spares 
department, general agents for leading 
brands in marine and food industry 
equipment and accessories.

Tórshavn:  Berth length 200 m,  
Two slipways 2500 +  
1000 tonnes,  
Two construction halls,  
Mobile cranes.

Skála: Berth length 400 m,  
Dry dock 115 m,  
Slipway 2000 tonnes,  
Construction hall, Mobile cranes.

Runavík: Design and manufacturing of 
stainless steel equipment and processing 
lines. Specially designed hygiene 
conveyor used in food industry. 
Fishfarming equipment.

in the Faroes this summer [2016] and 
we’ve name it Samson.”

Towage services have been a part 
of MEST’s business activities since the 
Skúmarin was delivered in 1975. The 
Samson is a considerably more versatile 
and powerful vessel. 

The deck equipment of the 26 by 8 
meter beam tug includes a stern drum, 
crane and towing winch that make it 

able to fulfill a number of roles under 
demanding conditions. 

“Besides being a tug, the new boat is 
able to perform in emergency response 
roles and to take part in search and res-
cue operations,” Mr. Mohr said. 

“It also has two firefighting cannons 
mounted on the bridge top. We are very 
pleased that we were able to find a boat 
that meets our requirements.”

Computer generated rendition of the 
cover concept for the dry dock at Skála.

MEST CEO Mouritz Mohr 
in front of the twin slipways 
at the yard in Tórshavn.

Russian trawler in  
the Skála dry dock.
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