PORTS & SHIPPING

LINKING THE
NORTH ATLANTIC
FOR 32 YEARS

With the re-launch of Smyril Line Cargo, the
owners of RoPax ferry M/S Norr6na have brought

under Faroese control, reintroducing the seafood-
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Smyril Line Cargo is the only
freight forwarding company
offering a Ro/Ro service
between the Northeast Atlantic
island region and the European
Continent.

Our modern Ro/Pax ferry
Norréna has a capacity of 130
trailer units and runs between
the ports of Seydisfjorour,
Toérshavn and Hirtshals.

M/S Norréna operates at a
speed of 21 knots.

Smyril Line Cargo offers
bespoke solutions for freight
including management of
export/import processes that
combine multiple modes of
transportation as appropriate—
road, sea, air, rail.

eReefer transport for food
industry clients — for example,
chilled and frozen foodstuffs by
sea, road, rail and air.

eAirfreight and courier service
via worldwide network of
logistics partners.

ePort agency services.
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friendly ‘rolling cargo’ advantage.

UCH WATER has passed under the

bridge since 2003 when the Faroese
received the magnificent roll-on/roll-off
passenger ferry Norrona as a newbuild from
Germany’s Flender Werft in Libeck. The
fast-moving vessel changed shipping reali-
ties in the Northeast Atlantic island com-
munities, in particular the Faroe Islands and
Iceland, as a new connection to the Euro-
pean Continent was established. Importantly,
apart from offering destinations for cruise
tourists from different countries, via Den-
mark to Faroes and Iceland—and from the
Faroe Islands to Denmark and Iceland—the
Norréna gave Faroese and Icelandic export-
ers a valued alternative route and means of
transport.

Fast forward a decade. Following a re-
view of earlier arrangements for cargo—in
effect this function of the ferry had been
outsourced to a Danish freight forwarder—
owner and operator Smyril Line decided to
relaunch its Cargo division, this time as a
distinct, subsidiary company.

Today Smyril Line Cargo is busy sign-
ing up clients, primarily seafood exporters
looking for the optimum transport especially

for chilled goods such as, for example, fresh

portions of salmon or fresh fillets of white-
fish.

“This service offers the fastest and saf-
est way by sea from the Faroes and Iceland
to Continental Europe,” said managing di-
rector Rene Dahl Olesen. “So we’re keen to
introduce our freight service in the market-
place to help make sure seafood exporters
in this part of the North Atlantic get the
opportunity to make use of the best seaborne
transport and logistics service available.”

Mr. Dahl Olesen pointed to the advan-
tage offered by ro/ro cargo and the combina-
tion of factors that give the M/S Norréna
freight service an edge as it covers the tri-
angle that joins Seydisfjérour in Iceland, via
the Faroese capital Térhavn, with Hirtshals
in northern Jutland, Denmark.

“For fresh seafood in transport, time
is of the essence. You want to avoid seeing
the value of your cargo reduced unnecessar-
ily because of delays or because of damages
caused by any unwanted exposures, shocks
or bumps. With our service you are well pro-
tected against such risks—the ferry operates
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at a service speed of 21 knots, the cargo
is kept secure in reefer trailers, stable and
steady on wheels, all the way from dis-
patch to delivery. The cargo is not sub-
jected to crane hoisting, nor is it trans-
ferred from one unit to another. The di-
mensions of our trailers are optimized for
pallets to make sure the cargo remains
fixed in its place once loaded into the
trailer. We cannot control the weather
but overall, this combination is the safest
bet against any unpleasant surprises and,
as such, the most cost-effective way of
transporting fresh seafood.”

FAROESE-CONTROLLED

As the only freight forwarders to offer ro/
ro services in the North Atlantic region

spanning from Iceland and the Faroe Is-
lands to Denmark, Smyril Line Cargo is

looking to utilize the unique opportunity

presented through the Norrona’s capac-
ity of 130 trailer units. The company of-
fers transport services and solutions to

and from this region by air and sea.

“We have many years of experience

in temperature controlled transport,” Mr.
Dahl Olesen said, “in particular by sea
and road but also by rail and air. Several
of our offices and overseas partners have
been established with a view to offering
reefer transport to food industry clients.
'This enables us to offer a comprehensive
solution based on the particular needs
and requirements of our customers, using
the most time efficient and cost effective
means of transport available, whether it’s
by sea, land or air, or a combination. For
example, when it comes to exports of
fresh farmed salmon we offer to take
the cargo by road from the fish process-
ing plant to the Norréna, whereby it’s
transported by sea to Denmark, and
from there by road to any international
airport in Europe for airfreight to North
America, Asia or any other destination
worldwide.”

For many people in the Faroe Is-
lands, the renewed effort to promote
a viable, Faroese-controlled overseas
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transport service is welcome, consider-
ing market developments in recent years,
which have seen entities traditionally
owned by the Faroese acquired by for-
eign ones.

“Many consider this to be an issue of
strategic importance,” Mr. Dahl Olesen
said. “I think most of us agree that is-
land nations dependent on exports and
imports need to make sure they have re-
liable and well functioning freight links
that they control themselves.”

M. Dahl Olesen is joined by his
brother Halgir Dahl Olesen in the exec-
utive role at Smyril Line Cargo. Halgir’s
background in the port agency business
comes in handy as part of the company’s
new marketing plan includes that seg-

ment, too.
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