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PORTS & SHIPPING

SOCIOECONOMIC progress experi-
enced in and around the town of Tvøroyri 

since the launch of the Varðin Pelagic freez-
ing plant a couple of years ago is seen to have 
manifold effects on port business and the 
local economy. As a further result of infra-
structure development that has taken place 
during this period, the Port of Tvøroyri is 
now looking to present itself as a serious con-
tender among other Faroese container ports. 

A newly added deepwater terminal at 
the Fishing Harbor next to the Varðin Pe-
lagic facility is making life easier for seafood 
exporters and importers of goods, as cargo 
handling has become more efficient with 
added capacity allowing for higher volumes. 
The 180-meter stretch of dock, 40 m wide, 
is sufficiently large to make room for almost 
300 standard 40-foot containers at the time 
without disrupting operations.

“Apart from being a port of call for do-
mestic and foreign vessels, Tvøroyri is now 
a container port in its own right with all the 
facilities needed for effective and efficient 
cargo handling,” port director Jón Bogi Gut-
tesen said.

A former sea officer with the Danish 
merchant fleet and a maritime college teach-
er in Denmark and in the Faroe Islands, Mr. 
Guttesen, 35, was hired last year (2014) with 
a remit to help take the Port of Tvøroyri to 
the next level.

“This port is in a positive trajectory and 
we are determined to do our utmost in secur-
ing a sustainable advancement for it in the 
years ahead,” he noted.

In liaison with transport and logistics 
company Faroe Ship, the Port of Tvøroyri 
oversees shipments for exports to anywhere 
in the world, as well as handling import 
shipments. 

Said Mr. Guttesen: “As a regular port 
of call for overseas container shipping, this 
port has become closely integrated with the 
international transport and logistics network 
associated with Faroe Ship owner Eimskip 
alongside alliance partners such as Maersk.”

Meanwhile the international trade per-
spective has grown increasingly prominent 
at Tvøroyri. 

“We understand the Faroese Govern-
ment is involved in ongoing trade negotia-
tions with various countries including Chi-
na,” Mr. Guttesen said. “A trade deal with 
China could become a new driving force for 
future developments in the Faroe Islands and 
may well have an impact on port business. 
Considering the growth in volumes which 
that could entail, we will need to further 
up the ante and accept greater responsibility. 
We’re ready to do our part and comply with 
all relevant regulations, domestic and inter-
national—we’ll see to that both import and 
export cargo is handled in the best possible 
way, helping to make sure that the goods 
retain their value all throughout the chain 
until arriving at their final destination.”

CHALLENGE

The port recently invested in a supply sta-
tion for reefer containers for optimum tem-
perature control to make sure the cooling or 

UP & COMING PORT OF  CALL BOOSTS CAPACITY
The Port of Tvøroyri is ready for the next level, offering its 
services as a growing container port backed by a worldwide 
infrastructure—with a new port director, vastly improved 
facilities, and an eye on increasing international trade.

freezing chain is never broken from the point 
of loading a container until the container has 
been placed on board the vessel. 

With Varðin Pelagic’s new terminal hall, 
cargo vessels are virtually docked next to the 
cold storage facility, which also helps speed 
up charging and discharging, even in bad 
weather conditions.

With the freezing plant’s annual pro-
duction of nearly 100,000 tonnes of seafood 
for export, the staggering volumes indeed 
call for high capacity in every sense of the 
word.

“The higher frequency of foreign ship 
calls has made us more experienced in deal-
ing with a mix of ship traffic in our port,” 
Mr. Guttesen said. 

“From being a reception point for a rela-
tively large whitefish fleet, which nonetheless 
has shrunk in recent years, we now receive 
calls from fewer but larger vessels. This has 

been made possible through our new harbor 
facilities.

“The pelagic fisheries are seasonal and 
during a certain period of the summer, ship 
calls are infrequent. This period offers an 
opportunity to do maintenance on vessels 
and facilities. This year two cruise ships are 
expected to call at the Port of Tvøroyri, and 
the hope is that in future we will receive 
more such calls. Apart from generating a 
certain amount of economic activity, these 
calls are also important for building local 
experience in the growing tourism business.”

While the number of ship calls re-
mained at the 2011 level by year’s end 2014, 
the total tonnage has been quadrupled since 
then.

“As we face a growing level of activity 
the challenge is to make sure our services 
continue to meet the highest standards of 
quality.”

Port of Tvøroyri 
Tvøroyrar Havn 
PO Box 20, FO-800 Tvøroyri

www.tvoroyri.fo 
havn@tvoroyri.fo 
Tel.: +298 371 055 or  
+298 222 509 
Fax: +298 371 418

Port Director: Jón Bogi Guttesen

700 meters of dock sides 
with depths from 7 to 11 m 
alongside. Roll-on/roll-off ramp. 

Pelagic processing; whitefish 
processing; cold storage; 
transport and logistics 
services; port agency; 
ship repairs; mechanical, 
electrical engineering; marine 
electronics; fuel, power, 
provisioning, fresh water; 
customs office; immigration 
office; local hostpital. 

Port Director Jón 
Bogi Guttesen;

View of the Fishing 
Harbor (opposite).
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